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Rare Discovery: Engraved Gemstone

Carrying A Portr

SMALL CRIME

Dir. Christos Georgiou
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Written by Christos Georgiou

Produced by Christos Georgiou &
Thanassis Karathanos

The intri-
cacies and
eccentrici-
ties of a s-
mall village
are  vividly
expressed in
this exquisite
drama about
a young police officer begrudgingly as-
signed to an island in the Aegean.
Leonidas believes he should be in the big
city solving important crimes, rather than
putting up ‘no nudism’ signs and watching
the island’s favourite daughter, Angeliki,
appear daily on her own morning TV
show. But when someone is found dead,
Leonidas suspects foul-play rather than a
drunken tumble. His investigations lead
directly to Angeliki and he finds himself
falling under her spell. It appears every-
one here has their own version of the
truth. "Unfolding in a beautiful, remote
location that practically becomes a charac-
ter in itself, this appealing second feature
from Christos Georgiou humorously cap-
tures the mentality of a small island com-
munity." Variety

Cast:  Aris  Servetalis,
padopoulou, Antonis Katsaris,
Oikonomidou, Erricos Litsis

Viki Pa-
Rania
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ScienceDaily (Sep. 15, 2009) —
A rare and surprising archaeo-
logical discovery at Tel Dor: A
gemstone engraved with the
portrait of Alexander the Great
was uncovered during excava-
tions by an archaeological team
directed by Dr. Ayelet Gilboa of
the University of Haifa and Dr. |-
lan Sharon of the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem.

" espite its miniature di-
Dmensions — the stone is
less than a centimeter high
and its width is less than half a cen-
timeter — the engraver was able to de-
pict the bust of Alexander on the gem
without omitting any of the ruler’s
characteristics," notes Dr. Gilboa,
Chair of the Department of Archaeol-
ogy at the University of Haifa. "The
emperor is portrayed as young and
forceful, with a strong chin, straight
nose and long curly hair held in place
by a diadem."

The Tel Dor researchers have noted
that it is surprising that a work of art
such as this would be found in Israel,
on the periphery of the Hellenistic
world. "It is generally assumed that the
master artists — such as the one who
engraved the image of Alexander on
this particular gemstone — were mainly
employed by the leading Hellenistic
courts in the capital cities, such as
those in Alexandria in Egypt and Se-
leucia in Syria. This new discovery is
evidence that local elites in secondary
centers, such as Tel Dor, appreciated
superior objects of art and could afford
ownership of such items," the re-
searchers stated.

The significance of the discovery at
Tel Dor is in the gemstone being un-
covered in an orderly excavation, in a
proper context of the Hellenistic peri-
od. The origins of most Alexander por-
traits, scattered across numerous mu-
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This is an engraved gemstone car-
rying a portrait of Alexander the
Great. The gemstone was found in
the course of recent excavations at
Tel Dor. (Credit: No’a Raban-
Gerstel, University of Haifa)

seums around the world, are unknown.
Some belonged to collections that ex-
isted even prior to the advent of scien-
tific archaeology, others were acquired
on the black market, and it is likely
that some are even forgeries.

This tiny gem was unearthed by a
volunteer during excavation of a public
structure from the Hellenistic period
in the south of Tel Dor, excavated by a
team from the University of Washing-
ton at Seattle headed by Prof. Sarah
Stroup. Dr. Jessica Nitschke, professor
of classical archaeology at Georgetown
University in Washington DC, identi-
fied the engraved motif as a bust of
Alexander the Great. This has been
confirmed by Prof. Andrew Stewart of
the University of California at Berke-
ley, an expert on images of Alexander
and author of a book on this topic.

Alexander was probably the first
Greek to commission artists to depict
his image. The artists cleverly com-
bined realistic elements of the ruler’s
image along with the classical ideal of
beauty as determined by Hellenistic
art, royal attributes (the diadem in this

ait Of Alexander The Great

case), and divine elements originating
in Hellenistic and Eastern art. These
attributes legitimized Alexander’s k-
ingship in the eyes of his subjects in all
the domains he conquered. These por-
traits were distributed throughout the
empire, were featured on statues and
mosaics in public places and were en-
graved on small items such as coins
and seals. The image of Alexander re-
mained a popular motif in the genera-
tions that followed his death — both as
an independent theme and as a subject
of emulation. The conqueror’s youth-
ful image became a symbol of mas-
culinity, heroism and divine kingship.
Later Hellenist rulers adopted these
characteristics and commissioned self-
portraits in the image of Alexander.

Dor was a major port city on the
Mediterranean shore from the Middle
Bronze Age (2000-1550 B.C.E) until
the establishment of Caesarea during
the Roman period. Alexander the
Great passed through Dor in 332
B.C.E., following the occupation of
Tyre and on his way to Egypt. It seems
that the city submitted to Alexander
without resistance. Dor then remained
a center of Hellenization in the land of
Israel until it was conquered by
Alexander Janneus, Hasmonean king
of Judah (c. 100 B.C.E.).

The team of archaeologists has been
excavating at Tel Dor for close to thir-
ty years and recently completed the
2009 excavation season. A number of
academic institutions in Israel and
abroad participate in the excavations,
directed by Dr. Ayelet Gilboa of the
University of Haifa and Dr. Ilan
Sharon of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. The project is supported by
these two institutions along with the Is-
rael Exploration Society, the Berman
foundation for Biblical Archaeology,
the Zinman Institute of Archaeology,
the Wendy Goldhirsh Foundation,
USA, and individual donors. The gem-
stone will be on public display at the
Dor museum in Kibbutz Nahsholim.
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1683 AM (oTa pesoaia KuppaTtTa)

O EAnvikég Padiopwvikde Ztabpdc Auotpaliag

1683 AM Aeitoupyel

oe 24wpn Pdon, 7 npépec tnv epdoudda.
O otabude Eexivnoe va Aeitoup-
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Emiong, éxoupe ta KaAutepa

A&Sa ka1 tnv Kdmpo, evad nia-

wpEaA.

Tormkd nmpoypduuara, Ornwg:

vei to Mdprtio Tou 1983
KAl eXTIENTIE] TA KAAUTE pA
npoypdppata and v EA-

podAAnAa petadidel tic €10n-

oeic and 1o eEwtepikd Kdbe

Zuvexn kabnuepiv) evnuépwon Kai Yyuxaywyia

"Greeks Today”’

“Ké@1 ka1 umdiAia”

Kal povoikd

“Kunpiakn Koivétnra”
pe tnv 'EAAn Kdumog,

ne tov I'dpyo Toepddvn,

ne tov I'ndvvn XmavéAin,
“Koivotnra xal Koivotika”

mpoypdupuara e EKQOVNTES.
O EAnvikée Padiopwvikde Ztabudg Auotpaiiac 1683
Khz AM Siapnpiel peydAoug opyaviopoug Kal ETIXEL-
pnoeig, énwg tnv eAAnvViKn egnpepida tng Auotpaiiag
“O Kdéopog”, “Adikn Tpdnela”, “Tpdnela Kimpou”, “Ku-
npiaxkn Kowdtnta NNO”,

“EAAnvikit OpB63o&n Kowdtnta Zidvetd & NNO”,

“Vicky Mar Fashions”, “Independent and General
Advertising”, “Roselands Shopping Centre” ka1 ToAAéQ
AAAeC IKPEC KAl PEVAAEC EMIXEIPNOEIS.

IMa 1ov kaAute po EAMNvikS Padiopwvikd 21abpd,
Ta TeAevtaia véa, TToI0TIKN LOUCIKN KAl TA KAAUTE pd
Zwvtavd mmpoypdupara, ouvrovioteite oto EAAnvikS

Padiopwvikd Ytabpd Auctpariac 1683 Khz AM.
T'a nepioodtepec mnpopopieg
Kai yia 1i¢ diagpnpioeig oag,
tnAepwviote oto (02) 9750 8155
xau fax: (02) 9750 0517.
TnAépwva yia OVTavES EKIIOUIEGS:

(02) 9750 9890 kau (02) 9750 0017.
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